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nstrumentsIHorizon 2020   
  

Horizon 2020 is the new name for the Framework Program coming after FP7. It will run for 7 

years from 2014 to 2020 with an approximate €70 billion budget. 

 

Horizon 2020 Main Instruments are: 

 

• Grants for Research and Innovation  

• Grants for Innovation Support and Coordination Actions 

• Programme Co-funding Actions 

• Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP)  

• Public Procurement of Innovative Solutions (PPI)  

• SME-Instrument  

• Prizes  

 

Grants for Research and Innovation 

• Funding of all activities and participants: 100% 

• Defined in Work programme. Min 3 participants. 

• Main activity type: Research and Development 

• Activities: All activities can be covered  

• Can support the whole project range from large Integrated Projects to small Targeted 

Research Projects 

• Would cover the following project types from FP7: 

– Integrated projects (IP) – Grant for objective driven research 

– Focused projects (STREP) – Grant for specific focused research 

 

Grants for Innovation 

• Funding of all activities and participants: 70% (except non-profit organisations:100%) 

• Defined in Work Programme. Minimum 3 participants. 

• Main activity type: Innovation activities – activities close to the market 

• Activities: All activities can be covered  

• Can support the whole project range from large Integrated Projects to small Targeted 

Research Projects with a focus on innovation 

• Would cover the following project types from FP7: 

– Integrated projects (IP) – for take up actions 

– Focused projects (STIPs) – Grant for specific focused innovation projects 
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Support and Coordination Actions 

• Funding of all activities and participants: 100% 

• Defined in Work Programme. Min. 1 Participant.  

• Main activity type: Support and coordination activities 

• Activities: Accompanying measure activities, studies, networking etc. 

• Would cover the following project types from FP7: 

– Support Actions 

– Coordination Actions  

– Networks of  Excellence – If so wished 

 

Programme Co-funding Actions 

• Funding of all activities and participants: 70% ? – under discussion 

• Defined in Work Programme.   

• Main activity type: Grant for supplementing calls or programmes funded by non-Union 

entities managing R&I programmes. 

• Would cover the following project types from FP7: 

– ERANET PLUS 

– 185 activities – like AAL  

– NB! ERANETS to be discontinued 

 

Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP) – Steer development to public sector needs 

Public Procurement of Innovative Solutions (PPI) – First byer for innovative solutions 
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SME-Instrument 

Horizon 2020 introduces a new SME action for highly innovative SMEs which is given in 3 

Phases.  

Phase I: Concept and feasibility assessment 

- Similar to the Old Exploratory Awards  

Phase II: R&D and demonstration work  

Phase III: Commercialisation 

- Will not be directly funded 

 

Possible Spread of instruments in H2020 

In Societal Challenges : 

– Research and innovation Grants; Innovation Grants; Support Actions, Programme co-

funding; PPI; PCP; Prizes; More emphasis on Innovation/close to market activities. 

In Leadership in Enabling and Industrial Technologies :  

– Research and innovation Grants, Innovation Grants, Support Actions; PCP, Prizes. 

In Excellence: 

– Research and development Grants; Prizes; Marie Curie Grants, European Research 

Council (ERC) Grants. More emphasis on research activities. 

 

Disclaimer 

The aim and purpose of this and other leaflets is to raise awareness of the framework program 

financial issues, and not to give legally binding advice. It is intended to provide relevant 

information which may be of assistance to anyone with financial queries or concerns. This 

leaflet has been produced jointly under the Finance Helpdesk which was started by the EU IST 

Finance-NMS-IST project Contract Number:015481, and by EFPC Ltd. Both The Finance 

Helpdesk and EFPC Ltd. endeavour to deliver a high level service for this purpose. 

Notwithstanding this, no guarantee can be given on the correctness or completeness of the 

information provided and neither the European Commission, nor EFPC are responsible or may 

be held accountable for any loss suffered as a result of this leaflet. Any information given does 

not necessarily reflect the official position of the European Commission. In this regard, it should 

be noted that the information provided is considered to be of a first line assistance and users 

should contact the competent authorities, organisations, or private firms for more detailed 

information or for advice on any course of action. 

The information contained in this leaflet was taken from the Programme Coordination Unit of DG 

CONNECT slides dated 8 Oct 2013. 
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